Medical and surgical approach to laryngeal air sacculitis in a baboon caused by Pasteurella multocida.
Air sacculitis was diagnosed in a chronically chaired baboon, Papio anubis. Pasteurella multocida was repeatedly isolated from the air sac for a period of 1 year. The condition was characterized by the continuous accumulation of either mucoserous or purulent fluid. Biopsies of the air sac taken during the course of the disease initially revealed goblet cell hyperplasia. Later a subepithalial mononuclear or polymorphonuclear infiltrate and necrosis was the predominate finding. Medical therapy was only intermittently successful and consisted of frequent drainage and antibiotics administered locally and intravenously. The condition was resolved after surgical resection of the air sac lining membrane.